This week Andrew, Elise and I have been at the National Conference for pastors and leaders in the vineyard movement. We had an amazing time, the diversity within the vineyard is huge, some people are so incredibably conservative, where others well the only way to describe them is weird. There was one guy there who literally would roar like a lion when he was under the power of the Holy Spirit, it was you could say a bit disconcerting. Andrew was having prayer from a group of guys and this guy came up and roared right up in Andrew’s face, you could say it was quite funny to watch, but Andrew assured me that God was definitely in it. Now I have to be honest that kind of thing does make me a bit uncomfortable but  I think it is important to remember that God is not tame, He is the creator of the universe and sometimes He will do things that we consider strange. God is also not predictable and will work through us in many different ways, so it is important to remember just because it is different, it does not make it wrong. 

I say that because I want to springboard into the third part of our teaching on the Holy Spirit. Some of you may have preconceived ideas about what it is to have a relationship with the Holy Spirit, that in order to be ‘spirit filled’ you need to speak in tongues or perhaps you may swing the other way and not believe at all in the gift of tongues that tongues were only given in the age of apostles. The only people that seem to actually have a problem with the gift of tongues are people that don’t speak in tongues.
John Wimber one of the original founders of Vineyard was one of those people who did not believe in the gift of tongues that is until God gave Him the gift, John says he even had a conversation with God saying what are you doing I don’t believe in this stuff and then very humbly had to admit that he had been very wrong. 

I guess that is a little lesson for all of us that we need to always keep an open mind when it comes to God, our theologies and ideas are often formed by human kind and not what is actually biblical at all. 
But you can relax I am not actually going to talk about tongues at all rather I am going to talk about being empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Scripture teaches that The Holy Spirit both indwells and comes upon us. The Holy Spirit is the inner counselor that the disciples received when Jesus breathed on them, the common lifeblood that spiritually united them to Christ and to each other.
John 20: 21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 

. The Holy Spirit is also the fire from God that filled them with courage and boldness. 

Luke 24:49 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  Which of course is what happened when the Spirit came at Pentecost. 
Each of these accounts describes the same Spirit from a different “functional” perspective.

Part of our problem with the Holy Spirit is that many Christians know Him  as counselor and friend, but he is more than that. He not only wants to nurture, guide and unite us to the love of the Father, he also wants to overwhelm us and inflame our hearts with vision, passion and courage. These are different “baptisms” of the same Spirit. everyone who has been baptised in the name of the Father, son, and Holy Spirit and confesses Christ as Lord is filled with the Spirit in the first sense. At salvation a believer  receives the Spirit which gives them an  inward experience that grows good character in them to be more Christ like, this is what some of us would call fruit of the Spirit so it is correct to say that all believers are  ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’ or have received the Holy Spirit, otherwise they are not believers yet. However not all believers have been ‘empowered’ by the Spirit. In fact this empowerment can and should happen more than once. 
Unlike the inward experience which happens at conversion when a person receives the Holy Spirit, Spirit empowerment on the other hand  is an outward experience , it is often tangible and visible and its purpose is to  enable the believer to do ministry through the power of the Holy Spirit. It is to equip them for service in the Kingdom of God.  This could be the empowerment such as God calling a person to become a pastor, or prophet, preacher, teacher  evangelist etc ie a calling or it could be the giving of gifts such as prophecy, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, discernment, healing etc. 
To be empowered by God is to have the power of the Holy Spirit come upon you and often through you to others. 

Probably one of the best passages describing empowerment of the Holy Spirit is of course Acts 2 known as Pentecost, let’s have a quick look at Acts 21 On the day of Pentecost[a] all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,[b] as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

So here we have physical manifestations of God, a roar was heard like a mighty windstorm or a gale, this was the breath of God, sometimes people when the Holy Spirit comes on them shake like they are being blown around, or even fall over. It also says flames or tongues of fire appeared, it is pretty rare these days to see flames but very often a person will feel heat in their bodies. When a person who is praying for another for healing sometimes their hands can get very hot. Experiencing the Spirit can be like a warm tingly feeling, or electricity. Often when a person is empowered by the Spirit particularly for the first time they may begin to speak in other languages. Here in Acts the languages were spoken by other people who were listening, which was a way that supernaturally they could be brought to Christ. Sometimes the language or tongue may not be a known language and may be what only the angels and God can understand. 
What happens through the Spirit is not limited to bible language, that is only meant to serve as an illustration of some of the things that God can do. People are known to be filled with joy and laughter, some of us saw that at our church camp at the end of July, there may be tears and weeping as God releases deep conviction of sin etc. Through the empowerment of the Spirit anything is possible but we must understand not predictable. 

At the conference we were seeing a lot of empowerment one such incident was when a group of pastors was praying for a man with a stunted finger which had been half chopped off in an accident some years ago. Empowerment came on those who were praying and I kid you not the man’s finger began to grow, in fact it grew about 4 centimetres in the space of 5 minutes with many watching, including beginning to grow a finger nail. That stuff does still happen today, it happen 2 days ago because of the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

Sometimes empowerment is not so dramatic and comes like a droplet or gracelet to enable us to do or know certain things. We have just come back from Queensland and Glenn here was picking us up from the airport, we had cleared our bags quickly and had expected that we would have at least a half hour wait for Glenn to arrive. Andrew got this sensation that Glenn was early and that we quickly needed to get outside, sure enough as we got outside Glenn drove past. If we weren’t outside, Glenn would have had to pay for parking. That story is no where near as spectacular as the healing of the finger, but God cares about big and small things and will often empower us to do both. 
The Holy Spirit empowerment is the way that God shows love to us, and through us to others. It takes the notion of the forgiveness that God gave to us through the cross of Jesus from head knowledge to a living reality, it is a physical demonstration of God’s love to His people. 

Some people are really wary of the signs of the Holy Spirit in fact some people are wary of emotions all together (show powerpoint)
The reality is we are emotional people and God has given us emotions. Particularly when it comes to God we should be completely real. Maybe such signs of emotion in public can be difficult for some but it is important not to judge others. Not being able to show emotional sadly will be a huge stumbling block for your ability to experience God’s love, so if others can be happy for them, if you can’t perhaps get prayer.

So by now you have probably gathered that what I would really like for all of us is to be empowered by the Holy Spirit either for the first time or again. Before we do that a quick look at some of the reasons why that may not happen could be helpful.
Firstly doubt,  well the opposite to doubt is trust and most of us have to learn to trust. A good way to start to trust that God will give what He promises, is to ask and see whether God is faithful or not Luke 11  9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

   11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Doubt is often intermixed with fear that if we ask something from God He will gives us something terrible instead. God is true to His word and while particularly the Old Testament paints God as One to be feared the truth is we no longer need fear God because God’s wrath for our sin was paid for by the death of Jesus, God is not out to ‘get us’.

So if we ask for the Holy Spirit there is absolutely no reason why he wouldn’t give it. Try asking and see what happens. 
Feeling of inadequacy can often be a hinderance to receiving empowerment. That we are not worthy of God pouring out His Spirit upon us. .
Romans 5:6 says this When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

God knew and knows that we were not able to save ourselves because we were sinners but He died for us while we were in that place, not once we were good enough, but while we were rebellious and weak, we are made worthy of receiving God’s Spirit only because of God’s love for us, it has nothing to do with whether we are adequate or not, so our feelings don’t really come in to it. This is just a big fat lie that the enemy loves to hold us out on in receiving all the God has to offer, namely the fullness of His Spirit.

If you have not accepted Christ as your Saviour, you can start today, then you too will be able to receive God’s Spirit.

If you don’t as yet have the gift of tongues and would like to, start with worshipping God and praising Him for His goodness, what matters is worship not the language it comes out in. 

Finally if you don’t receive empowerment two things are important firstly recognize that God empowers all of us differently, it is not necessarily that you haven’t been empowered, just touched in another way, often others will be able to see the difference in you. Sometimes empowerment doesn’t come in fire crackers but will come as a quiet sense of peace.

Secondly if you haven’t received empowerment, it doesn’t mean that you won’t, keep asking, that is completely biblical, take comfort that if you are a believer the Holy Spirit does dwell in you and in time you will also be empowered, even the disciples had to wait for the power to come.

If you have been empowered by the Spirit before, well expect that you will be empowered again, we leak and often need a top up from the Holy Spirit. The bible shows three separate incidents where Peter had the Holy Spirit come upon him. Without empowerment from the Holy Spirit we are not terribly well armed to fight attacks from Satan. We are in a Kingdom war, like it or lump it, until the return of Christ we need God’s Spirit to help us push back the kingdom of darkness and advance the Kingdom of God. God is faithful, he wants more than anything to make us effective servants for Him. God will empower us with His love with courage and boldness, with peace and blessing, He will if we ask Him bring His Holy Spirit. 
So if you don’t want the Holy Spirit now is the time to make your get away because we are going to pray for people to be empowered. 

Pray first for those who have been, get them to pray for others.
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