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These are outlines of the sermon, a recording is available upon request to the office if required.
One of the people I want to look at today is the Holy Spirit, who for a long time in the Church has been ignored, misunderstood and resisted because of the greater focus on the Father and the Son and yet right there in the very first sentence of the Bible there He is.
Genesis 1
The Beginning
 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
Historically the Holy Spirit has been greatly overlooked as a secondary member of the trinity but clearly he matters, his role may differ but he is to be glorified and worshipped just as the Father and the Son.
The Holy Spirit is often misunderstood as people think about haunted houses when they heard the name of the Holy Ghost. But the Holy Spirit of course is not some creepy ghost but as an emotive being or a person like the Father and Son. 
It is more than clear as we read the Bible that the Holy Spirit thinks (Acts 15:28) He speaks (Acts 1:16) He leads(Romans 8:14) 
The other thing that proves that the Holy Spirit is like a person is that He has many names just as we have many names often to point out our function or role.  We have our given names and others like mum, dad, husband, wife, boss, employer, manager etc
The Holy Spirit has many names in the Bible, anyone want to guess some of them
  
Titles and Names of the Holy Spirit 
Breath of the Almighty - Job 33:4 
Comforter - Joh 14:16,26; 15:26 
Eternal Spirit - Heb 9:14 
Free Spirit - Ps 51:12 
God - Ac 5:3,4 
Good Spirit - Ne 9:20; Ps 143:10 
Holy Spirit - Ps 51:11; Lu 11:13; Eph 1:13; 4:30 
Lord, The - 2Th 3:5 
Power of the Highest - Lu 1:35 
Spirit, The - Mt 4:1; Joh 3:6; 1Ti 4:1 
Spirit of the Lord God - Isa 61:1 
Spirit of the Lord - Isa 11:2; Ac 5:9 
Spirit of God - Ge 1:2; 1Co 2:11; Job 33:4 
Spirit of the Father - Mt 10:20 
Spirit of Christ - Ro 8:9; 1Pe 1:11 
Spirit of the Son - Ga 4:6 
Spirit of life - Ro 8:2; Re 11:11 
Spirit of grace - Zec 12:10; Heb 10:29 
Spirit of prophecy - Re 19:10 
Spirit of adoption - Ro 8:15 
Spirit of wisdom - Isa 11:2; Eph 1:17 
Spirit of counsel - Isa 11:2 
Spirit of might - Isa 11:2 
Spirit of understanding - Isa 11:2 
Spirit of knowledge - Isa 11:2 
Spirit of the fear of the Lord - Isa 11:2 
Spirit of truth - Joh 14:17; 15:26 
Spirit of holiness - Ro 1:4 
Spirit of revelation - Eph 1:17 
Spirit of judgment - Isa 4:4; 28:6 
Spirit of burning - Isa 4:4 
Spirit of glory - 1Pe 4:14 
Seven Spirits of God - Re 1:4 
What I want to look at today is who is the Holy Spirit 
"The Holy Spirit is the bridge to God and you. It is the part of your mind—the part of your Spirit—that is joined with God. 
The Holy Spirit is the Voice for God and acts as a reminder to all of God's children of the unconditional love that God has for us, His purpose is to give us a sense of being loved, safe and whole.
God gave us His Spirit as a way to ensure that God’s children would always know these things.                               It is through the Holy Spirit that we not only hear God speak to us but also it is the way that God reveals Himself to us, this might be through pictures, words of knowledge etc.
We see in the Old Testament that God gave His people His law to abide by.                                                  If the law was kept life would be perfect but it seemed that people were unable to keep the law completely. 
God recognised that people couldn’t keep the law and we see in the Old Testament God promises a way for people to be able to fulfil the law, not by their own strength but through God’s Spirit. 
Jeremiah 31
31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
   “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
   and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 
   I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
   to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
   though I was a husband to[d] them,[e]” 
            declares the LORD. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 
   after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
   and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God and they will be their people.
The Holy Spirit is a spiritual being who reminds us of who we are and the great love God has for us.  
By giving the Holy Spirit to His followers, God provided a way to bring His Voice into each of His children as they went out into the world so that they could always remember the Truth of Who and What they have become.
The Holy Spirit's function and purpose is to bring God’s Voice to each of God’s children, guiding them, directing them, loving them, and restoring their thinking to God will just as was the purpose of the law.                              The difference of having God’s Spirit in us, is like having your own personal coach encouraging you, each step. Previously with the law, it was solely upon people’s weak feeble attempts to fulfil the law.  
The more we hear, recognize, understand, and become aware of the Holy Spirit we become transformed into the people that we are called to be, we are becoming the people that we should want to be.
The Holy Spirit was given to each of God’s Children by God Himself through the death and resurrection of His Son Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit is within each of God’s children and cannot be extracted. He is there as a constant Resource, Reminder, Companion and the speaker of Truth.  
The Holy Spirit is the way that God guarantees all that He promises will be fulfilled.  Nicky Gumble refers to the Holy Spirit as being God’s promise to His people.
Having the Holy Spirit is the promise that God will once again fully reign over us and we will all receive the blessings of His Kingdom here on earth. 
Ephesians 1
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
The Spirit of God seals all believers.

The Holy Spirit's is not just helping us to fulfil God’s will but He is a pledge, a down payment, a deposit that God will give us give all that He has promised.   

The fact that those of us who are believers possess Him now assures us that the rest of our salvation will inevitably follow.

Asking someone to marry you and be with them for the rest of their life, through the tough times and the good, until death is a pledge that two people make to each other, a sign of this commitment is the engagement rings that the two people give each other.
 
In the same way when God gives us His invitation to be with Him forever and when we accept, God gives us His indwelling Spirit as a pledge of His love to us. 

God giving us His Spirit is more than an engagement ring represents, the Holy Spirit is living proof of the commitment that God will never forsake us or break that promise of love that He has made to each and every one of us. 

Over the next few weeks we will be looking at the Holy Spirit, that He is a non negotiable part of the trinity of God, without the Holy Spirit...well we don’t have God. 



