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God’s charge to Joshua
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Great Sea on the west. 5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

I often wonder what this moment must have been like for Joshua. I have no doubt the death of Moses would have come as a huge blow to Joshua and I am sure that along with shock of Moses death there must have been the question in Joshua’s mind, what now.


We know from earlier scripture that Joshua was called Moses aide or assistant and we know that Moses commissioned Joshua into a leadership role earlier, we see this in Numbers 27, 

Numbers 27 18 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit,[a] and lay your hand on him. 19 Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their presence. 20 Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him.

It is easy to see here that Joshua is a man who God has chosen into a leadership role. We know that Moses has given Joshua some of his authority in order to have leadership over the Israelite community but I wonder if Joshua would be able to foresee that he would one day take over the job of leading the Israelites into the Promised Land.

I think this is why when we begin to read the book of Joshua God does not waste much time on the fact that Moses is dead and moves right into personally commissioning Joshua into the role of leader of the people, in Verse 5 it says “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

I wonder what we would be like if God Himself made this commitment to us, as He was with past heros of faith He would be with us and He promised that He will never leave or forsake us.

I am sure that God is aware that Joshua is human and even though God has told Joshua Himself that He will be with him in everything that he is to do, God knows that because Joshua is human there may be a natural tendency to draw back when confronted by things outside of his own ability to comprehend or achieve, so God reassures Joshua about trusting in Him6 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous.

The word courageous means to have the power or the quality to deal with facing danger, fear or pain. 

It seems like God is giving Joshua a man up speech, its like what we hear of from people like William Wallace giving just before an attack against huge numbers outweighing him. In the movie we see him riding in front of his troops rallying up courage from his men to face what lay ahead. It was common to rally the troops to arms before an attack, to give them a clear focus and a reassurance that you had faith in them for what lay ahead.
 
Here God is saying to Joshua to be strong and courageous, then there is a statement of what is going to happen “you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers” This must have been a daunting task for Joshua to comprehend and it is at this moment that God charges Joshua again 7 Be strong and very courageous.

If courage means to have power to deal with danger where is Joshua’s power coming from, it’s coming from God Himself, a power that Joshua would have known and experienced previously, God tells Joshua that5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.

It would seem like nothing could go wrong, it was a easy deal, God is with you who could oppose you but if we look at the scripture again we see that there seems to be a condition doesn’t there, God makes it very clear to Joshua what he must do in order to have God’s support “Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 
If Joshua was going to have the success that God promised it would involve trusting God and following His law. 

This would be the key to Joshua’s success, but knowing the law was only the first step, even the Pharisees knew the law backwards and yet Jesus called them hypocrites because even though they knew the law, they themselves did not put it into practice.

Joshua putting it into practice the word of God and standing firm would be the key to make Joshua effective in his life.

In verse 8 God says to Joshua 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
"The phrase 'from your mouth' refers to the custom of muttering while studying or reflecting. The Hebrew word translated 'meditate' (hagah) literally means 'mutter.'
 
It is not what often we see men and women do under their breath when they are not happy with their spouses.                                                                               It is when someone continually mutters God's Word to himself it means that they are constantly thinking about it. 

I had a friend who for months before going for his First aid theory exam used to always mutter various parts of the things he thought he would need to know for the exam. For him, saying these things over and over again it meant that he was always thinking about them. It also meant that if he needed to recall the things he had learnt he would have an immediate response because it would be second nature to him.

Nigel said the other day that there was a man who went into his work place and asked for some specific contactor, Nigel was a bit apprehensive if they had one and commented to the man that he doubted if they would have one in stock, as it was they did have one and the man’s comment to Nigel upon finding one on the shelf was where is your faith ? Nigel said that his response from his lips came before he had time to think about it, Nigel’s response was “my faith is in God”

When God tells Joshua to meditate on it day and night, the outcome of doing this will not just a thought that comes instantly to his mind but that thought will also be followed up by the action associated with it. 
In other words Joshua will not only just know the will of God, it will consume him and it will be a natural response to whatever situation he would find himself in.

We see in this last piece of commissioning of Joshua God does a recap to make sure that Joshua understands what is going on, to eliminate any doubts at all in Joshua’s mind, Verse nine9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

As we move forward from here in the journey through the book of Joshua we see that Joshua has great success in almost all that he does. God kept His promises and blessed the Israel community with many victories as the years went by and they claimed what God had promised them.

The key to Joshua’s success was knowing the law that God called him to live by, to meditate upon it and to outwork all things by it.  In doing this God filled His promises and poured out His blessings to Joshua and Israel.
So it seems fitting that Joshua, at the end of his days, would want to leave a very clear legacy to the people now left in charge, a call to follow the same truths that allowed him to work with God and bring the promises to fulfilment and to live a life blessed by God. Remember that Israel is God’s display community, God wants to make other nations jealous of the Israelites, jealous enough to make them also want to have the same relationship with God as the Israelites. 

Joshua’s charge to the Israelites is that he wants them to be made aware that by living by God’s law is what has brought about their success that they have enjoyed, Joshua says to the Israelites “this is the reason for our success, the reason that God has poured out His blessings upon us, even when I am gone continue in the things that have brought us this far and God will also continue to bless you.”

Joshua 23
 6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now.

You would think that such a powerful story of Joshua and the stories of how God kept His promises to the Israelites would be passed down from generation to generation just as many of the stories were of the journey and exile of Israel. 
These stories would be Israel’s history, a acknowledgment of who they were and who God had called them to be, how God have kept His promises and how God had blessed them over these years wouldn’t you. 
So what happened, if we read a little further in the bible we see that something has changed.
Judges 2
Disobedience and Defeat
 6 After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they went to take possession of the land, each to his own inheritance. 7 The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel. 
 8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 9 And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres[b] in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 
 10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel. 
What the ????? How does this happen, didn’t anyone tell someone, didn’t someone ask ?. 
To explain how Israel fell prey to powerful oppressors, the author of Judges reviews events since the death of Joshua and it is here we come to the heart of the second-generation syndrome.
 
The second generation had become lukewarm in their attitude towards their God and the Biblical truths they themselves were living under.
 
The Israelites had become victim to Complacency and apathy about the amazing biblical truths that many of us have heard during our childhood. They failed to see the love that God had for them and the blessings that He poured over them as they declared Him to be their God.
 
If we look what destroys any relationships that was once built upon love, it is not hate, it is apathy and complacency. 

The thing that separated the Israel community from their God and being blessed by Him was not hate but apathy and complacency.

History tells us that not even the most vivid display of the life transforming power of the Holy Spirit will prevent this problem, why, because the problem is not God’s end, the problem is our end.

To be complacent in the face of Jesus sacrifice is the greatest possible rejection of God that anyone could possibly do, sadly, complacency grows like a cancer and destroys all that it touches.

When we read the passage in Judges we might think that part of the problem lay with the first generation failing to communicate to the next generation how good God was but interestingly, the book of Judges puts none of the blame there.
 
The second generation was held responsible for their failure of not knowing God and their apathy towards Him and God would not allow them to shift the blame.

It makes it very clear that we too need to be responsible for our relationship with God and the maintenance of that relationship, to live by the things He called us to live by and to be in the knowledge of who He is and how He wants to be in a full relationship with His people.

When we read in Judges of a whole nation lost, not aware of the promises of their God and how they followed other god’s for life’s directions, they distance themselves from their true God and in doing so Isreal would never get the blessing and the victory again until they turn back to Him and only Him.
I think that this is a huge concern for all of us as the Church.
It is so frightening how many Christians are content to only hear about God’s word when they come to Church on Sundays, they fail to open their Bibles throughout the week and read the promises that God has made to them through the death of His Son Jesus and the love that He has for them.                        
They miss out on the personal side of the relationship that God wants to have with all of His people and become content in just having a piece of the cooperate relationship.                                              God calls us each by name, He does not call us because of who our parents are or the suburb we live in, He calls us by name because He wants to have a personal relationship with us.
God commissioned Joshua with a promise to never leave or forsake him and to continue the work He was already doing.                                                                   Jesus commissions us to do the work that He has begun also with the promise to never to leave us, we read this last week.
Matthew 28
The Great Commission
 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 


