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2 Timothy Fanning into flame web notes. 09.2011


I think that one of the greatest things that can contribute in our relationship with God to fail is that of neglect. We often forget in our relationship with God is that He has given us a part of Himself, a gift of the Holy Spirit and like all gifts from God we need to work with the gift that He gives us in order for it to work and grow.

Read 2 Timothy 1
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.
Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.  I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 

Story of camp fire
I am sure that many of us here have experienced a camp fire, and if you were like me you may have even fallen asleep at the fire or have gone to bed only to find that the fire that once gave you warmth and peace is now just a small smoldering pit of dull coal. 
If you have ever experienced this, you like me, may have found yourself blowing gently on the remains of what was once a great fire and trying to revive it back into flame. 
If you have ever succeeded in this you would know of the joy that it brings as the flame takes to the small twigs and grass that you have used to reignite what was once.
Fires are like salvation and our relationship with God. 
The more work that we put into a fire to keep it going the more benefits we get out of it, but it takes work, sometimes the work of keeping the fire going is easy by just finding wood lying around and other times it is hard work, cutting and splitting of the wood. 
The fire does not care at what personal cost the wood comes from but we all know that without the wood the fire burns down and eventually go out.

The gift of salvation that God places in our hearts also comes at a personal cost. It is the call for repentance, repentance as Ken Fish said the other day, repentance is not just saying sorry or feeling sorry for the things that we have done but it is about a change of lifestyle so that it does not happen again.

Sometimes it is easy for us to do these things and other times it is hard, like the fire our relationship with God needs to be fed if we are going to keep it going and to obtain all of the benefits out of it. 
  
I wonder how many of us here are in the situation of failing to watch the fire in our spiritual life, just allowing it to continue to burn and yet fail to feed it the food that it requires to live and grow healthy ?

General Booth, the founder of the salvation army once sent this message to those under him “The tendency of fire is to go out, watch the fire on the alter of your heart” Anyone who has tendered a fireplace fire knows that it needs to be stirred up occasionally to be effective and efficient.  

In reality fires need to worked and fanned up to restore it back into the fire that it once was or had the potential to be.
In reality for me I know that I need to be constantly stirred up to get to the potential I can be and the potential God wants me to be.

This is exactly what Paul is encouraging Timothy to do in 2 Timothy, to fan into fire the things of God, the gift that God has placed in him. 

2 Timothy 1:5-6
5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and I am persuaded now lives in you also. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.
 
Paul comments on Timothy’s grandmother and mother, these women must have been good strong witnesses in their faith, we must remember that in this time of persecution and rejection of the faith so therefore these women are not just professing a quiet inward relationship with Christ, but are living it out fully in their lives against clear obvious opposition. 
 
Paul knows that where he has left Timothy to run the Church there will be opposition, so Paul is pointing to their faith as an encouragement to Timothy. Encouraging Timothy to be like wise in his faith, to stand strong against opposition just as his mother and grandmother had done before him. Paul confirms that their faith was powerful and Timothy should also display their level of faith. 

Paul also knows that he is addressing Timothy the Timid, a young man placed alone to do an huge job where he was obviously working way beyond his own comfort zone and feeling a little overwhelmed by all that was around him, Paul knows that Timothy’s natural reaction would be to retreat or minimise the truth of the Gospel because of his age and isolation, so Paul reminds Timothy that the great faith of you mother and your grandmother IS also in you too.

Verse 6, For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, 
Paul is aware that Timothy is feeling a little inadequate and is saying “it is in you Timothy, that very same gift that they had is in you too, fan it into flame, feed it, build upon it.” 
Paul knows that Timothy needs this if he is not going to be consumed by the non believers around him and ultimately allow his relationship with Jesus to grow cold and distant.  

Verse 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  
Paul is also aware that Timothy has now become Timothy the timid and reminds Timothy that the spirit of timidity is not from God.
We have to be aware that just prior to Paul; leaving Timothy in Ephesus Paul had taken Timothy on a huge evangelistic journey with him where so many received the message of Christ. When Paul left Timothy in this place Timothy would have been on fire for God.
 
Paul also knows how easy it would be for Timothy to pull back from ministry if the fire in him was allowed to burn down. 

Imagine if this is what happened, Timothy would sit around with people interested in the stories and share with them the adventures that he did with Paul, he would share about the huge changes that he personally witnessed as people repented, remember this is a life changing repentance not just saying sorry and I am sure as Timothy shared these stories he too would feel the glow of the fire that once burnt in his heart but in doing this the call that Christ places on all believers to go and share with others what you have received fails to make ground.

I think that this has the potential of becoming a problem in the church today, people become stuck, satisfied in a historical event when they worked with Christ and living on that wave to carry them to rapture. 
Like Timothy, I don’t think that this is the call that Christ placed on our hearts. I think it is a taste of the things that God wants us to continue to do in our time here on Earth, yet if the enemy can keep us satisfied on historical events we won’t long to see more of what God has planned in advance for us to do.

I can speak right now with so much passion about my years in boat racing, I can even get excited about them as tell you about those events but they were thirty years ago, I have not been in anything on water other than a ferry since.

Who knows any of these songs
	1.
	Benny Mardones
	Into the Night
	

	2.
	Charlie Dore
	Pilot of the Airwaves
	

	3.
	Sugar Hill Gang
	Rapper's Delight
	

	4.
	Devo
	Whip It
	

	5.
	Lipps, Inc.
	Funkytown
	

	6.
	Gary Numan
	Cars
	

	7.
	The Vapors
	Turning Japanese
	

	8.
	Korgis
	Everybody's Got to Learn Sometime
	

	9.
	Amy Holland
	How Do I Survive
	

	10.
	Rossington-Collins Band
	Don't Misunderstand Me
	



These are all one hit wonders, we cannot allow our faith to become one of these. Something that we did historically and never moving forward for filling what God has asked us to do.

Cathy and I once shared once in CRE the story in Acts and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. 
We looked at the time when Jesus was arrested and how the disciples ran in fear of being arrested with Him. We focused on the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus and told them how when the Holy Spirit of God came upon Peter he was transformed from the frightened and denying friend of Jesus to a powerful man who stood before thousands of people and addressed the crowd with boldness and strength and told them about Jesus. 

This is the same Spirit that Paul is addressing to Timothy in this letter, it is the same Spirit that Paul is telling Timothy to fan into flame.  

We often hear of Godly boldness in countries like China and in Africa, people being filled with the Spirit of God and proclaiming and doing huge things for the Kingdom.
 
It is the same Spirit that filled Peter and filled him full of boldness that we read about in Acts, it is the same Spirit the Paul refers to Timothy and the same Spirit that we to posses, not a Spirit of timidity but one of boldness and power.

It is only through the Holy Spirit, God’s gift to us, that we will be empowered to do the work of the Kingdom.
We need to constantly need to fan into flame the gift that God has given us to empower us to go beyond where we are capable of going under our own strength.
We all know that God has given us an expensive gift, but it relies on us to feed it and to grow it to its full potential.

As we grow In God our relationship with Him also grows, and as our relationship grows we see more of His work happen in our lives.

Without fanning this gift into flame we slowly start to fade our passion for the gospel that transformed us from sinners to saints.

Life will start to become boring and mundane to us and often our relationship will feel distant with the one that we once surrendered our all to.

The way to break this distancing effect is to fan up what you already have in you, 
Do a bible study, 
Hang out with Christians, (not the boring ones) 
Look for God in the things that you do, what He is doing.
Make time to spend with Him and Him alone, not just talking but waiting and listening.

I know that there are many of us here that these words are confirming something that you have been experiencing for some time.

God has made us sons and daughters with Him.
He has set us free from the hold of Sin.
He has made us, in Christ, Victors in the battle against Satan 
He has placed a fire in us that will burn for eternity if we tend it.

If we truly want to have more, to live the lives similar to the ones that we read in the Bible we need to fan into flame the Gift that He has given to all who call Him Lord of their lives, we need to do this, God has given us the gift of His Spirit but it is up to us to make it work in our lives.   

The world subdues our passion for the Gospel, it fills us up with the things that are not important and steals time from us, then while we are distracted our fire is slowly burns down.

I want to get more of these times where God’s Spirit is alive in me because when I feel His Spirit alive in me I too become alive.
If we are serious about wanting more Kingdom stuff in our lives we have to do something about it, we need to put in the effort and fan into flame the Gift that He has given to us.

I want you to stop for a moment and think of the first time that God inspired you, the first time that you fell in love with Him, where is the passion in that picture, where is that passion now ?
One of the greatest tools for the enemy is to keep us looking at what has been and not what is to come, lets not get deceived.

7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.

Pray 


